FROM THE DESK OF
Andrea Copeland

Interim President of the Charlottesville Regional
Chamber of Commerce

o you feel inspired to change and
D grow as the landscape turns green
each spring?

Here at the Chamber, we're energized
to do even more of what we do best: bring
people together for meaningful connec-
tion. In that spirit, we invite you to join us
for Spring LIVE!

Lead. Inspire. Venture. Engage. Our
challenge to the business community is not
to settle for business as
usual.

On April 26, take a
break from your workday
to gather for lunch, renew
personal connections,
and fire up your energy.

UVA Football Coach
Tony Elliott will motivate
us with a talk on leader-
ship and community.
Elliott was named the
University of Virginia's
Fralin Family Head Foot-
ball Coach in December
2021. He said at the time,
“I chose UVA because |
wanted to lead a program that was part-
nered with a university that had world-class
academics. | wanted to be able to recruit
the best and the brightest student-ath-
letes...l wanted to be part of a university
and athletic department that would not
compromise its values to win.’

UVA Football Coach Tony Elliot

BUILDING BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY

Almost a year later, in November 2022,
Coach Elliott faced the challenges of his
first season as a head coach. The team had
suffered a string of disappointing losses on
the field. Then tragedy struck. Lavel Davis
Jr, Devin Chandler, and D’Sean Perry were
shot to death. Teammate Mike Hollins
and another student were wounded in the
shooting.

Coach Elliott was faced with an
extraordinary challenge. Despite his
grief, he had to represent the University
nationally while continuing to lead the
team. | was deeply impressed by Coach
Elliott’s leadership during this time. He
showed resilience and character. He
prioritized the young men on his team and
cared for their needs. Our community’s
response reminded me of the early days
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals
and organizations stepped up to support
those hurting in whatever ways they could.
Most of us have faced challenges we never
imagined in the past few years. Sometimes
it feels like the challenges keep coming.

At the Chamber, facing those challenges
together as a deeply connected community
is more important than ever.

It’s also vital to equip individuals
throughout our community with
leadership skills. When challenges arise,
we'll be ready to step up.

At Spring LIVE!, we will

| recognize the 2023 graduates
of the Leaders Lab of Greater
Charlottesville. The group

has met monthly since Sep-
tember to learn and practice
~ skills for collaborative com-
munity problem-solving.

“Leaders Lab has shifted
my whole perspective,’
said cohort member Ann
Marie Hohenberger, the
Chamber’s marketing and
communications director.
“Learning these skills as part
of a supportive, committed

group has provided me the
courage to tackle things | wouldn't have
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tried before.”

Is that something you'd like to do? Con-
sider joining the next Leaders Lab cohort!

Applications open in early April for
Leaders Lab 2023-24.

Charlottesville Regional Chamber of Commerce
434-295-3141 cvillechamber.com

The Charlottesville Regional Chamber of Commerce advocates, convenes, and engages to
strengthen business in the greater Charlottesville Region.
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Leaders Lab Class of 2023

ThelLeadersLabofGreaterCharlotesvilleisa
9-monthprogramforcurrentandemerging
leaderstobuildleadershipskillsandpractice
collaborativecommunityproblem-solving.

Join us in congratulating the Class of 2023.

Greer Achenbach, Friends of Charlottesville
Downtown

Richard Alblas, Daily Progress

Tessa Ashoff, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central
Virginia

Marissa Blair, S&P Global

Esther Bobbin, United by Chocolate

Jesse Brookins, Albemarle County

Alex Bryant, FIRST Chesapeake

Patrick Carroll, Wells Fargo Advisors
Stephanie Carter, CATEC

Scott Cathcart, Cathcart Group

Teira E. Farley, Community Investment
Collaborative

Nelson Figueroa, UVA Health

Leroy Grice, MPS

Denise Herndon, University of Virginia
Amanda Hester, Woodard Properties

Ann Marie Hohenberger, Charlottesville
Regional Chamber of Commerce

Richard Hunt, Hourigan

Suzanne Lynn, SGL Consulting

Ashley Marshall, City of Charlottesville
Brittany Maynard, Hantzmon Wiebel
Robert Menasco, Martin Horn

Sarah Moniz, The Haven

Sonia Montalvo, The Girls Are Alwrite
Mercy Plumb, S&P Global

Brittany Resmann, Piedmont Virginia
Community College

Sam Sanders, City of Charlottesville

Abdi Somo, UVA Health

Ambrosia Sullivan, Boars Head Resort

Kyna Thomas, City of Charlottesville

John Townsend, Sun Tribe

Chris Virgilio, Woodard Properties
TerrelWhite, Centerfor Nonprofit Excellence

Ben Wilkes, United Way of Greater
Charlottesville
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