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The Charlottesville Regional Chamber of Commerce advocates, convenes, and engages to strengthen business in the greater Charlottesville Region.

FROM THE DESK OF
Elizabeth Cromwell 

President and CEO of the Charlottesville Regional 
Chamber of Commerce

The Charlottesville Regional Chamber of 
Commerce honored Kara Chandeysson, Eddie 
Karoliussen, and Van der Linde Recycling with 
its 2022 business awards.

The Charlottesville Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce Team recently 
launched the holiday season with 

the Fabulous Fest at the Wool Factory with-
in the Historic Woolen Mills. The festive cel-
ebration included entertainment, refresh-
ments, and announcing and acknowledging 
the individuals and organizations that mean 
so much to this community. 

The Historic Woolen Mills is located 
one mile from Downtown Charlottesville. 
The site was first developed as a gristmill 
in 1795. During the Civil War, the Union 
Army burned what had become a wool 
factory, and it was reborn in 1868 as the 
Charlottesville Woolen Mills, which was in 
business until 1962.

Developer Brian Roy, WM Develop-
ment, purchased the property in 2017 
with a big vision (that is shared and sup-
ported by the City of Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County). The historic building 
has transformed into the home of the 
Wool Factory and offered an excellent 
location for this year’s event.

Award Presentation
The Chamber’s highest award, Business 

Leader of the Year, was awarded to Chan-
deysson. She recently became Director of 
Public Policy, Government Affairs & Com-
munity Engagement for Ting, after four 
years as Ting’s Charlottesville City Manager.

Karoliussen was recognized as the Chris-
topher Lee Small Business Person of the 
Year. He is the Owner and Principal Broker 
of Four Corners Real Estate Solutions.

Van der Linde Recycling received the 
new Upstanding Award in recognition of 
its responsible business practices. Peter van 
der Linde founded the company in 2006 to 
divert construction and demolition debris 
from landfills.

We congratulate this year’s winners and 
wish everyone a Happy, Healthy, and Pros-
perous New Year. As we acknowledge the 
past, appreciate the present, and plan for 
the future, we invite you to keep in touch 
with us and visit CvilleChamber.com.

Eddie Karoliussen, 
 Four Corners Real 

Estate Solutions

Christopher Lee  
Small Business
Person of the Year

An outstanding business 
owner who has made a 
significant contribution to the 
success of their business and our Greater Charlottesville 
communities.

“Eddie is an awesome ‘first face’ for 
our community with his welcoming 
style and service leadership 
approach. He puts the interest of 
our community and others as a top 
priority in his business and personal 
life. He has donated over $50,000 
over the last 3 years through the 
initiative he started, the Greater 
Good Program.”—Jamie Yowell

Kara Chandeysson, 
Ting

Chamber Business 
Leader of the Year

Recognizing outstanding 
citizen contributions to 
our Greater Charlottesville 
communities.

“Kara epitomizes our industry’s 
push toward digital equity for all 
and companies working together 
and with municipalities to make this 
happen. Perhaps the Ting Pavilion 
sponsorship which Kara formed is 
most emblematic of the way Kara lives 
her professional and personal life—
bringing people of all backgrounds 
together to create community. Simply 
put, Kara’s love and leadership make 
life better for others.”  
—Catherine Chapman Mosley

Van der Linde Recycling
Upstanding Award

A business or organization that successfully demonstrates one or more best practices in responsible business, as 
defined by the US Business Roundtable in 2019 as follows: we will deliver value to our customers; invest in our 
employees; deal fairly and ethically with our suppliers; support the communities in which we work; and generate 
long-term value for our shareholders. 

“Van der Linde’s mission is to care for their people, community and planet through the 
recovery and recycling of discarded materials. By focusing on construction & demolition 
debris and other bulk recyclables, Van der Linde is reducing the landfill footprint and 
creating a more sustainable future for our youth... an extremely diverse workforce, 
consisting of all ethnicities and a wide variance of educational backgrounds. The facility 
participates in the work release programs through the local jails and provides free 
reading, writing, and GED training while on the job to all employees...Every quarter 
Van der Linde Recycling’s Community Outreach Committee selects a local non-profit 
organization whom they will support through fundraising activities.”—Jessica Brown




